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ESI CONSULTANTS PUBLISHED IN MARINE TECHNOLOGY

Different domestic and
international regulatory bodies
now mandate investigation
and reporting, and while
specific methodologies and
motivations may vary between
the organizations, they are all
focused on improving the
safety of marine vessels and
vessel operations.

AURORA, IL – November 6, 2015. ESI is pleased to announce that Sr. Staff Consultant Aaron
Miller, Principal and Director of Marine and Automotive Research Kevin Breen, and Sr.
Managing Consultant and Manager of California Operations Ken Smith, Jr. published an
article titled, “The Role of Investigation – Moving Toward Accident‐Free Operations,” in the
July edition of Marine Technology, a publication of the Society of Naval Architects and
Marine Engineers (SNAME). In the article, the authors stress the importance of accident
investigation in shaping maritime regulatory, business, and operational practices, and
describe how understanding the cause of an accident and the events that transpired can be
critical to preventing similar accidents.
According to the authors, different domestic and international regulatory bodies now
mandate investigation and reporting, and while specific methodologies and motivations
may vary between the organizations, they are all focused on improving the safety of marine
vessels and vessel operations. For example, specific incidents in recent history clearly
demonstrate the link between ferry accident investigation and the evolution of a ferry
operation safety culture. The authors review several of these accidents and explain the
connection between the accident findings, and changes in the conventions and codes used
to guide vessel design, regulation, and operation.
While passenger ferries and other marine vessels are generally a safe and effective mode of
transport, there are many factors that can increase the likelihood or magnitude of risk,
including the high volume of passengers, frequency of departures and landings, schedules,
and amount of time spent in high traffic piloting waters. With more than 130 million people
traveling by passenger ferries each year in the United States alone, the need for robust
marine accident investigation protocols is more important than ever. The full article is
available here, as it appeared in the July edition of Marine Technology, and is reprinted with
the permission of Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers (SNAME).
ESI is a full‐service engineering, scientific, and technical consulting firm with 14 locations
coast‐to‐coast. With state‐of‐the‐art facilities and equipment, and an extensive, national at
network of qualified professionals in almost every technical discipline, ESI can deploy the
right team for virtually any project.
For more information about ESI, visit
www.esi‐website.com.
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